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The Coyote Times is back! For the second year in a 

row, your Coyote Times editors will edit YOUR 

work that YOU submit in the Coyote Times Drop-

Box, or through Miss Mindy's email.  This issue has 

awesome submissions from our editors and stu-

dents, such as a video game review, surveys, sto-

ries, and more! YOU can submit too! All you have to 

do is put your name and grade on your work and 

put it in the Coyote Times Drop-Box (located in the 

computer lab). We hope you enjoy this issue! -The 

Coyote Times Staff              Happy Thanksgiving!!!!!             
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Supplies: 
Chalk Pastels 
Colored paper 
Leaf shapes 
                                    . 
 
Step 1. 
Take your leaf cutouts, put a small bit of masking tape on 
the back and arrange them where you want on your paper. 
 
Step 2. 
Take one chalk pastel and  color around the edges of the 
leaf.  Then, smudge the pastel with your finger., 
 
Step 3. 
Do this for all the leaves. 
 
Step 4. 
Carefully peel off the leaves.  They should leave a white space surrounded by pastel smudges. 
 

 

Consider wearing an apron or clothes 
you don’t care about for this project 
because chalk pastel is hard to wash 
out. 

Your finished project should look 
something like this. 

Fall Leaves Craft 
Craft by  

Abby Lodge 

Coyotes are fast.  

Coyotes are slick and 

quick as they slip 

through the forest. 
 

As they howl at the 

moon it is like a 

lullaby for you. 
 

By Corra Montgomery,      

grade 4 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-aT_UZQd8dcE/TnzLkJc37wI/AAAAAAAADyA/iv3INJ4gZHE/s1600/IMG_3086.JPG


FROZEN vs. THE LEGO MOVIE 

Which will YOU choose? 
The Coyote Times Staff is hosting a vote: Which movie is the most popular? Disney’s Frozen or The 

Lego Movie? We are asking YOU! Our goal is to have at least 20 kids vote which one is their favor-

ite, and in the next issue we will put up a graph showing which movie kids thought was better. What 

will you choose? To vote, grab a piece of paper and put your name, age, and the name of the movie 

YOU think is better. Your name is a MUST. To submit your vote, fold up your paper and put it in the 

Coyote Times submission box. It is that easy.  

Stay tuned for results in the next issue!-Emma Hagen, Editor. 

       

                Autumn 
                           By Elisa Heidebrecht,  

                                               Grade 5 

 

 

In Autumn the leaves fall from the sky                                      

     And  trickle off the trees. 

     And when the wind blows them in my 

face, 

      They make me want to sneeze. 

 

 

In Autumn the leaves fall are colorful  

       Yellow, orange, green, and brown.                                                            

       And after the gusts swirl them about, 

       They gently fall down. 

 

 

In Autumn the weather is beautiful, 

        Still just a bit of sun on your face. 

        Until the leaves disappear and the 

trees turn White,  

 and winter takes its place.                              

      

 Red-Winged Blackbird          
                 By Philip Guadagnini, grade 3 

 

          The red-winged blackbird 

is a familiar sight throughout 

most of the United States and 

Canada. The male is coal black 

with bright red shoulder patch-

es. Each fall, flocks, combining 

millions of Red-Winged Black-

birds, travel south for the winter. 

Is the Red-Winged Blackbird 
helpful?  Why or why not? It is 

helpful because it eats many 

bad insects.                                                                      
   Edited by Helena Palsgaard 



Write Here! 
 

EDITOR”S NOTE 
Welcome to WRTE HERE!, an entire 
page of the Coyote Times dedicated to 
WRITING! Aren’t you excited? No? 
Well, this page is about to change 
your mind! I am this page’s editor, 
EMMA HAGEN, and I will be giving 
you monthly writing projects to ex-
periment and play with! Are you ex-
cited now? Still “no”? Well, then I 
will add a little something extra! If 
you submit your project, it will be 
put HERE on this writing page for 
ALL to SEE!! Don’t WORRY; You do 
NOT have to do the projects! Are you 
giving a sigh of relief? These projects 
CAN and WILL be fun! Just try one, 
please?  
 
EMMA HAGEN...signing off! 

 

The Eagle of El Capitan  
    Placed in the wonderful beauty of 

Yosemite on the seven-and-a-half 

thousand feet tall El Capitan, a hik-

er was heading down the long trail 

to the foot of the mountain when he 

witnessed something incredible.  A 

magnificent bald eagle flew over-

head. The hiker was surprised be-

cause bald eagles are hard to find in 

Yosemite. The bald eagle was cir-

cling the sky in search of prey when 

a large rattlesnake caught his atten-

tion. The rattlesnake, who was about 

ten yards away from the hiker, was 

happily devouring a gruesome meal. 

The bald eagle changed his course as 

if to circle the rattlesnake.  

   Suddenly, the eagle dove down to 

its prey and swooped up the rattler 

by its neck. Squirming, the rattle-

snake tried to free himself from the 

bald eagle’s beak, in which made 

him just tighten his grip. The snake 

desperately wrapped his body 

around the eagle’s flapping wings, 

causing the eagle to stop flying. Both 

fell toward the hiker, twenty feet 

down. Falling fifteen feet down. Ten 

feet down. Five feet down. They had 

one foot down to the rocky ground. 

The two creatures hit the ground, 

wrestling each other for their lives. 

The Eagle and the rattlesnake rolled 

dangerously downhill, past the hiker 

and near the edge of the cliff, while 

the hiker ran after the pair because 

they were close to plunging off the 

mountainside. 

     The rattlesnake and the bald ea-

gle were just about to roll right off 

the mountain when the hiker 

grabbed one of the eagle’s talons. 

The rattlesnake lost his grip in fright 

of seeing a human so close, and slid 

off the eagle and down to the ground 

far below. However, the Eagle was 

pulled up to safety. The hiker sat on 

a rock and caught his breath, while 

the bald eagle cleaned his feathers. 

The hiker, who was sitting peaceful-

ly, suddenly felt a sickening jolt as 

his rock started sliding toward the 

mountain’s edge… 

 

Nice Story, wasn’t it? 
Okay, I’m being sarcastic. A pro-

ject for you is to FINISH this 

story, however you like it (within 

reason, of course).  Your ending 

can’t be much more than a para-

graph. Your submission MUST 

have a name and a grade. Put it 

in the drop-box or send it to Mrs. 

Mindy’s  email:  

mklang@ mountainhomecharter.org 

Story by Emma Hagen 
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A Thanksgiving 

maze for you! 

Enjoy! 

-The Coyote 

Times Staff 



Hi there, I'm back and bringing you another greatly-reviewed game! This 

one is called… 

THE CAT IS BACK! 

 

 IT’S SO BEAUTIFUL! The reason I wanted to review this is because my 

cousin Larry and I were making sculptures with oranges. I made a cat.  Larry 

just stuck it on his head and called himself a “crash test dummy.” Then we were 

playing Skylanders [see last year’s review] and I said, “Hey! Wouldn't it be cool 

if we could design our own level?” Larry just kept punching the robot. [he 

doesn't talk much] so I looked all over for a way but there was none! That’s 

when I found Disney Infinity! Basically, Disney Infinity is a game about going 

into Disney Worlds and then building your own! The starter kit comes with 3 

worlds and 3 characters. The worlds are: the Incredibles, Monsters University, 

and Pirates of the Caribbean! And they are huge! The figures are Sully, Mr. In-

credible and Captain Jack Sparrow. You also have the toy box where you build 

your own world! There are many other characters and worlds but you will have 

to buy those. If you want more information, visit Evantube on YouTube!  

 

 Thanks for all your support guys! And remember, leave your appropriate 

game suggestions in the suggestion box at the computer lab! E - E10 - T rated 

games. 



                MUSIC PAGE 
 
 Dear Students, 

 
Did you know that music is really important?  Music is the universal language.  It’s even used 
by birds and whales to communicate.  There are many different types of music.                                                         
  

The different types of music can be very simple or very  complex.  It can affect your mood. 
Music can calm you down or energize you.  It’s very important to movies.     
What type of music do you like?  

    By  editor,   Adrian Aldridge, 

                                                       
      

 

         Shadow  is an affectionate kitten, 
he is soft and warm, like a mitten.    
   He likes to curl up in your lap, and 
take a nap.                                                                        
     With his whiskers twitching and 
his tail curled, he is the best cat in the 
world !!!!   

Shadow            

                                                 

By: Amber  
         Kishihara  

The Coin Clipping Capper 
By: Auren Bracken, 6th Grade 

 In 1696 London, England found they had a huge counterfeiting problem. The 

country’s currency consisted entirely of silver coins, and that silver was often worth 
more than the value stamped on it.  People started clipping the edges of the silver 

coins and selling it. This made the coins so different in size and shape that made it 

easy for them to counterfeit. The English money was worthless because it had 
dropped in value and riots broke out in the streets of London. 

The British government called in Isaac Newton, the greatest man of their time. He was 
a great scientist who lived from 1642 to 1727. He was appointed Warden of the Royal 

Mint in 1696. He disguised himself and went to the shady streets of London. He would 
find people passing off bed money and turn them in. This was serious because the 

punishment was a very ghastly death. He was essentially a 1600’s Batman. He re-
called all English coins and had them melted down and remade. The English people 

had to go for an entire year without any currency. He made the coins into a higher 
quality, hard to counterfeit design. You know those ridges around the edge of a U.S. 

coin? Those are milled edges, a feature  introduced by Sir Isaac Newton to prevent 
clipping. He was one of the most brilliant men that has ever lived. His scientific break-

throughs, discoveries and his research changed the world, right down to our coins. 
 

          Edited by Josie Jones 

Edited by Charlie Collins 



 

 

 

Ingredients 
1 cup softened butter 

1 cup granulated sugar 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 box (all 10  packets) Apple Cider Instant  

Original Drink mix  -not sugar free 

2 eggs 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1/2 teaspoon baking  powder 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

3 cups flour  

1 bag Kraft Caramels (14 oz) 
 

Directions 
 Preheat oven to 350° F. Line cookie sheets with parchment (you really need the parchment) 

 In a small bowl whisk together flour, baking soda, baking powder, and cinnamon. 

 With your mixer (or an energetic spoon) cream together butter, sugar, salt, and all 10 packets of ap-

ple cider drink powder, until light and fluffy. 

 Beat in eggs , one at a time.  Add vanilla and mix well. 

 Gradually add flour mixture to butter/egg mixture. Mix until just combined. 

 Refrigerate for about an hour. (If you are really impatient you don’t have to do this, but it makes it so 

much easier to work with.) 

 When you are ready to bake, unwrap your caramels. 

 Scoop out cookies dough ball about the size of a walnut. (About a tablespoon) 

 Flatten the ball of dough slightly in the palm of your hand. Press the unwrapped caramel into the cen-

ter  of your dough and seal the dough around it, covering it completely.  Place on parchment covered 

cookie sheets about 2 inches apart. 

 Bake 12-14 minutes, or until Very lightly browned around the edges. Please do not over bake! Once 

the cookies are done, slide the parchment off the baking sheet right out onto the counter.  Allow 

cookies to partially cool on the parchment. When cookies are cool enough to be firm but still slightly 

warm, carefully twist off of parchment and allow to cool upside down on parchment or rack. If you for-

get  about them and they cool too much and stick to the parchment, put them in the freezer for  a few 

minutes and they’ll pop right off.  Yield:  about 4 dozen. 

Caramel Stuffed Apple Cider Cookies 

This delicious fall treat  is great 

on its own or even better dipped 

in hot tea or cider! Enjoy! 

Recipe by Editor, Josie Jones 



A Picnic With Giants 
By Editor, Gabby Lazarcheff 

 

 It started like any other Monday afternoon. I was doing my schoolwork when out of nowhere, I heard 

something coming from outside. 

 “Thump, Thump, Thump,” It sounded like an elephant was tap dancing. I didn’t really care what was, 

but it gave me an excuse to take a break from math. Running outside,  I heard the noise getting louder, loud-

er, and louder. 

 “Maybe the annoying boy next door is ramming his bike into the garage door.” Sadly, it wasn’t.  It 

was the sound of me getting into the biggest mess of my life. I ran onto the lawn when something  that 

looked like a huge picnic basket came hurling at my face. I tried to jump out of the way, but it was to late. 

Everything turned black. 

 I woke up between two giant pieces of bread and something green that I’m not sure I want to de-

scribe. Finally, I managed to squeeze out into what seemed like a huge basket, a picnic basket. 

 “I caught the little human so I get to eat her.” said a gruff voice from outside the basket. 

 “ No way Steve! Mama said we split it Fifty– Fifty.” complained a second voice that sounded like a 

crying sumo wrestler.  

 “That is so unfair Jim. I did all the hard work, so we split it seventy– thirty.” I peeked out the basket 

and what I saw made me fall backwards. Two giants were sitting on top a red and white checkered blanket, in 

the most beautiful meadow I have ever seen. I didn’t even bother telling myself it was all a dream, because I 

have seen people do that and it never works.  

 “No, No, No!” cried Jim hammering his fists on the Blanket like a toddler. I had enough of listening 

how they were going to eat me and jumped out of the basket. That was the stupidest thing I had ever done.  

 “The first one to grab her gets to eat her!” exclaimed Steve as he dived towards me. I quickly grabbed 

a gigantic fork and swung it rapidly. “ Ow! Jim, I got a boo boo! Steve hopped around holding his finger. 

Fortunately, it bought me enough time to escape. Turns out that the meadow was right next to my house. I 

ran inside and slammed the door.  

 “ Sweetie, is that you?” asked my mom. “Why haven’t you finished your math?” 

Hi! Have you gone to Camp Oakhurst and played Capture the Flag? 

You can also learn to play Alaskan Baseball and Track and Field. If you’re interested in learn-

ing to play team games, I hope you come to P.E. in the Park on Fridays from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. 

         

By Editor, Lucas Fulce 

 

GAMES AT  CAMP OAKHURST 
(“P.E. in the Park”) 



Be Prepared for a Fire! 
By Emma Blea  

 

On September 14, 2014 my family came home from Sacramento and found out that 

a fire was over the ridge. We had to evacuate, which means we had to leave our home 

fast! We had 15 minutes to pack our bags. We didn't have a list of important things 

that we would want to take with us. I grabbed everything I could and packed it into 

my bags. My mom looked at my bags and told me I couldn't take it all. I had to pick 

just two stuffed animals and the things that were most important to have with me. 

 

Luckily, our house survived the fire. When we were able to go back home, we put to-

gether a list of important things that we would need in case something like that hap-

pened again, we would be better prepared. Here is a list that my family put together. 

Your family should have a list too. Your list might be different than mine but that’s 

ok. 

 

1. clothes and shoes for two or three days and nights 

2. Pet supplies and bedding  

3. photos albums  

4. one to two stuffed animals  

5. valuable quilts  

6. Electronics such as I-pad, cell phone, computer and a charger for your electronics  

7. bring a few movies and books so you have something to do  

8. water  

9. bathroom supplies; towels, tooth  brush & tooth paste, shampoo, soap, brush  

10. bedding and pillow  

11. important contact phone numbers of neighbors and family  

12. keepsakes  

13. valuable paperwork  

14. wallet  

15. medicines 

16. prescription glasses  

17. flashlights and batteries  

18. energy bars or other snacks  

19. first aid kit  

20. School books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUTTING THEIR LIVES ON THE 
LINE FOR PEOPLE THEY MIGHT 

NOT EVEN KNOW, 
 

THANK YOU FIREFIGHTERS 

Edited by Olivia Hagen 



  My name is Olivia Hagen and I interviewed Amanda Patterson who is a new teacher at Mountain 

Home School Charter. She has two children and one on the way!!! She is very nice to me and other students! 

She has a leopard gecko. It got away one time because of Amanda's daughter Addie! She had the gecko on 

the ground and she let it play with a ball and then it ran away!!!! She came to me when I was on a computer 

playing a game and she said she could not find the gecko but I thought she meant the plastic lizard upstairs 

and I thought she wanted  to see it so I said, “You can ask your mom if you could go up there.” She said, 

“No! I mean my mom’s real gecko that got out of his cage!” and in my head I thought, “Oh no!” I can go find 

it and get back to my game I thought it would be two or three minutes so I started looking with Levi Rumor. 

He was with me when Addie came and asks for help so we looked and looked but no gecko! I wanted to bail 

out but then I thought about it and kept going and I wanted to say bye and make a excuse and go but I didn't  

do it so I went to Miss Kathi Bales and ask her if we could look for the lizard and Addie interrupted and said 

“gecko” and I continued “can we please look in your office”. She said we could so we looked and looked and 

looked. “No lizard in here,” said Levi and I said, “let’s go look somewhere else.” So we went to miss Meek's 

and asked if we could look in her office and she said we 
 

                      “No! I mean my mom’s real gecko!” 

 
 

She could not find the gecko but I thought she meant the plastic  

lizard upstairs.  
 

 

should look in the boxes next to Eric Hagen’s (aka, my dad) office. I looked and in it, I saw it!!!!!! and 

screamed quietly and Levi asked, “What's wrong?” I said breathing hard, “Gggggecko!” Addie looked in and 

said, “Oh hi gecko.” I was impressed and said, “How do you not scream when you look in?” she asked. “I did 

it in my head,” I laughed and said, “Let’s go get your mom.”  We left the gecko there with Levi and I got her 

mom and the gecko was safe and sound and back in its cage. “Well, don't do that again,” I said and Addie 

said, “Ok. I won’t ever again Olivia!” “Oh and say thank you Addie,” said Amanda. “Thank you Olivia and 

Levi,” said Addie. “You’re welcome,” I said. Addie said, “Bye.” That’s that!” I said. The End  It’s a true 

story.  
 

 Now time for the interview! The first thing you should know about Amanda is she is nice and she 

loves science. Her family is Steven, who is her husband and a firefighter, and their children named Addie as 

you know and she is 5 a half and Samuel is 1 years old and she has one on the way as you already know.  She 

has no clue if it’s a boy or a girl! The activities she loves are science, science, science!!! One thing she thinks 

that is weird about her is she broke her arm and she does have stuff from it but I don’t want to explain it be-

cause it is too painful. She loves her family:) and that’s the reason why she says she loves her  family because 

we can be crazy and be nice!!!!!! “I like that, don’t you? I like that or did I already say that? (Hee, hee:)! She 

says she thinks that she and everyone should be crazy!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for reading this interview. This is Olivia Hagen.  

I will be back with more things to write about! 


